[Effect of anesthesia and/or decapitation on the mechanical behavior of papillary muscles isolated from the left ventricle of the rat].
The mechanical performance of isometrically contracting papillary muscle was studied in rats sacrificed by decapitation or anesthetized with sodium pentobarbital or chloralose before decapitation. The purpose was to evaluate which maneuver would be the more adequate to ve used, when performance of papillary muscle mechanics must be evaluated later. The data suggest that either anesthetic agents used in this experiment and/or decapitation have the same effects on isolated muscle performance in the three groups. The results may be a consequence of the time elapsed between animal decapitation and the recording of cardiac parameters: this fact would attenuate the many factors that could promote mechanical performance dysfunction or isolated papillary muscles.